
We are truly thankful for the generous gifts to St. Maryõs School and St. Patrick Parish. 

ST. MARYôS DEVELOPMENT     ST. PATRICKôS DEVELOPMENT 
 

Leo Leonard (Literacy)    $1,000  Leo Leonard     $  1,000 

Doug & Tish Chaney (Library)   $1,145  In Memory of Jim & Bonnie Heimes   $       25 

Mary Joan Linebaugh    $     10  In Memory of Zetha Easan    $       25 

Bertha Connot Forst    $     50  Nadene Coyne Estate    $37,907 

In Memory of Dorothy Gray    $     50  In Memory of Ed Babl    $  1,895 

Marilyn Blake     $     10  In Memory of Margaret Shoemaker   $     100 

Joe & Ann Boyle     $1,250 

In Memory of Robert & Gladys Pospichal  $   600 

Mr. & Mrs. Don Schmidt    $   500 

Betty Robinson     $       5 

In Memory of Jim & Bonnie Heimes   $2,500 

St. Maryôs Class of 1958    $1,550 

Doug & Tish Cnaney    $1,355 

Patricia Wadden (Matching Funds)   $     50 

Patricia Wadden (Spirit)    $     10 

 

ST. MARYôS FOUNDATION     ST. PATRICKôS FOUNDATION 
 

Dana & Valerie Wecker                $1,500  In Memory of Bertha Mumm    $    100 

In Memory of Oscar Nigli                $     50  Don & Lorraine Becker    $ 2,000 

In Memory of Millie Olberding   $     40  In Memory of Kay OôMalley    $    500 

In Memory of Jean Froelich McDonald   $     50  Alex & Betty Chmiel    $ 2,000 

In Memory of Margaret Shoemaker   $1,085  In Memory of Millie Olberding   $ 1,175 

In Memory of Sister Mary Faith OôMalley  $     75  In Memory of Ed Babl    $      30 

In Memory of Alfred Straka    $   170  Diane & Brent Marshall    $      50 

In Memory of Suzanne Hill    $     35  In Memory of Mary Van Every   $      20 

In Memory of Berniece Coker   $     50  In Memory of Margaret Shoemaker   $ 1,000 

Margaret Keefer Estate                   $40,000  In Memory of Alfred Straka    $      20 

        Jim & Cheryl Welsh    $      25 

        Margaret Keefer Estate              $40,000 
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MARIAN SPIRIT & MOTTO 
 

y.@FMHEHBDS "MHL@ .D@ %NLHMTLx 
(Let My Soul Magnify the Lord) 

 

Our school bears the name of Saint Mary and it is under the patronage of w0TQ -@CX NE 1DQODST@K )DKO½ SG@S @KK NE 
our students, and you my dear alumni, for decades have yRNTFGS GDQ HMSDQBDRRHNMx and have been embraced by her 
OQNSDBSHNM @MC KNUDq  4@HMS .@QX½R CHRSHMFTHRGDR GDQ RSTCDMSR HM SGD @BBDMS OK@BDC NM SGD VNQCu w$"5)0-*$½ School.  

Fundamentally we differentiate our students in the freedom they have to wrestle with the understanding of God, dogma, sacraments, faith, 
and scriptural and moral values in a growing anti-(NC VNQKCq  4@HMS .@QX½R RSTCDMSR @QD DMBNTQ@FDC SN AD SQTKX $@SGNKHB-Christian witnesses 
to the world, their families, friends and their co-workers by their words, attitudes, values and fidelity to their faith.  All our students we hope 
will find joy and fulfillment by handing down what they received to their own children and have their children also enrolled in a Catholic School 
DMUHQNMLDMSq  5GHR HR RN LTBG D@RHDQ ENQ TR @S 0½/DHKK 4@HMS .@QX½R ADB@TRD NE SGD R@BQHEHBDR NE RN L@MX @KTLMH @MC 0½/DHKK Eamilies who have 
GDKODC TR ATHKC 4@HMS .@QX½R 'NTMC@SHNMq  5GD ENTMC@SHNM @KKNVR O@QDMSR SN DMQNKK SGDHQ BGHKCQDM HM 4@HMS .@QX½R &KDLDMS@QX 4chool without 
any formal tuition, - unprecedented anywhere!! Parents then only have to offer thanks for the gifts received by their faithful attendance at 
weekend mass and their Sunday Giving. Our High School tuition is also covered up to 75% of the cost leaving parents with an extremely low 
tuition. The parish has additional scholarship offers for needy families, so that none of the children and youth are deprived of their Catholic 
&CTB@SHNM NOONQSTMHSXq  &UDQXSGHMF VD CN @MC NEEDQ NTQ RSTCDMSR HR HM HLHS@SHNM NE (NC½R LNRS ADKNUDC C@TFGSDQu .@QXu VGN F@Ue a SNS@K yXDRx 
SN (NC½R OK@M NE R@KU@SHNMq *M HLHS@SHNM NE GDQ GTLAKD QDRONMRD SN SGD -NQC HM SGD .@FMHEHB@Su RGD INXETKKX DWOQDRRDR VHSG GDr whole being yLX 
RNTK L@FMHEHDR SGD -NQCxq   '@SGDQ )NDRHMF @MC * EDKS LNUDC AX SGD )NKX 4OHQHS SN DLAQ@BD .@QX½R INXETK @BBK@L@SHNM @R 4@HMS .@QX½R .NSSNq  
8D BNTKC NE BNTQRD MNS AD OQDRTLOSTNTR SN SGHMJ SG@S NTQ RNTK L@FMHEHDR SGD -NQC @R .@QX½R *LL@BTK@SD 4NTKu RN VD S@HKNQDC NTr motto to 
be a prayerful hope and a student goal that God use each of our souls to magnify the Lord.  Our motto reads as, y.@FMHEHBDS "MHL@ .D@ 
%NLHMTLx SN y-DS .X RNTK .@FMHEX SGD -NQCxq  8HSG NMD KDSSDQ BG@MFDC EQNL y@x SN yDx HM SGD -@SHM UDQA magnificare. we express a            
SGDNKNFHB@K OQDBHRHNM SG@S HR VNQSG DWOK@HMHMFq  #DB@TRD NE .@QX½R *LL@BTK@SD $NMBDOSHNM @MC ETKKMDRR NE FQ@BDu RGD B@M QHFGSly and fully   
declare in the indicative, present tense form (magnificat), that her soul does indeed magnify the Lord.  By changing the verb to the           
subjunctive, present tense form (magnificet), we understand our need for purification and assistance in magnifying the Lord.  All of our   

DEENQSR @QD     BNMCHSHNMDC AX NTQ QDBDOSHNM NE (NC½R FQ@BDu SGDQDENQD VD TRD SGD BNMCHSHNM@K OGQ@RDr  yLet LX RNTK L@FMHEX SGD -NQCqx 8D VHKK 
use the motto as a banner under our new school crest (see below).  After the concept was put to paper in rudimentary form, we were given 
the Godsend gift of Mr. Justin Podany (alum of 2007) to translate it into the graphic detail that we proudly wear on our cardigans and will 
DMRGQHMD HM NTQ MDV 4@HMS .@QX½R 4STCDMS )@KKq 
 
      I.  Design and rationale for a crest 
The crest follows an ancient tradition of heraldry.  Family crests were often used to 
quickly identify the position and members of a particular family.  The proposed  
crest will quickly identify a student of our school as a member of our school family.   
The crest consists of a shield divided into three sections, a crown, and a banner.   
 

     II.  Three Symbols of the Shield 
 +The symbols in the shield of the school crest have been selected to represent the local and religious sym-
bols of our school.  Starting in the upper left, we have the universal symbol for the Franciscan order:  the Tau cross 
with the wounded hands.  The Franciscan Sisters of Charity and Penance first taught in the Academy upon its founding 
in 1900.   
 +The local symbols include the Irish shamrock in the upper right. The shamrock marks the site of the Irish capital of Nebraska.   
 +A recently designed cardinal, our school mascot with a halo and holy aura around it, fills the bottom portion of the shield. 
 
    III.   Banner & Crown 
4TQQNTMCHMF SGD RGHDKC HR @ A@MMDQ VHSG 4@HMS .@QX½R LNSSNq 5GD A@MMDQ HR SNOODC VHSG @ BQNVM ENQ .@QXq  5GD BQNVM HR LD@MS So match the 
style of crown that is found on our icon of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, the patroness of our parish and school.   
 
0M ADG@KE NE SGD RSTCDMSR @MC RS@EE NE 4Sq .@QX½R 4BGNNKR @MC 4Sq 1@SQHBJ½R O@QHRGHNMDQRu CN @BBDOS LX GD@QSEDKS SG@MJR ENQ Xour prayerful and 
FDMDQNTR RTOONQS NE 4@HMS .@QX½R 4BGNNKq 
 

May God Bless you, 
  

Fr. Francis Nigli  

MAY 2008 

SPIRIT OF  

 SAINT MARYõS 

OõNEILL, NE 

 



JUNE 28, 2008 ALUMNI BANQUET RESERVATION FORM  

    June 28, 2008 Alumni Banquet Reservation Card  

NOTICE ï Alumni Banquet tickets are $20 per person.  

Please return this portion to: St. Maryôs Alumni Association, PO Box 12, OôNeill, NE 68763 

Name_________________________________________________ Maiden Name ____________________________________ 

Class of ____________ Spouse/Guest _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
City __________________________________________________ State _____________Zip ___________________________ 
Please reserve   tickets for the 2008 Alumni Banquet ($20 per person) 

 

4:00 pm ï Mass                  5:00 pm ï Social Hour in Grade School Gym                 6:00 pm ï Banquet in Grade School Gym 
 

Please return by June 18, 2008, as the meal is being catered and seating is limited.  

Your seat will be reserved. Tickets will not be mailed to you. 

ALUMNI NEWS 

CLASS ITINERARY NOTES FOR THE ALUMNI  BANQUET  
 

CLASS OF 1958ï On Friday, June 27th there will be a social hour at the Eagles Club beginning at 5:30 pm, followed by dinner at 7:00. 

After dinner, we will have a private meeting room at the Eagles for the entire evening. On Saturday, the 28th, we will be hosting an 

open house at the meeting room at the Holiday Inn from 10:00 to 3:30  and we invite everyone to stop by to renew friendships and share 

memories! After the banquet on Saturday evening, we will gather at Harteôs Pub in Inman. Sunday morning at 10:30, there will be a 

brunch at the Blarney Stone. We have had a great response from the class thus far, and we are hoping friends from other classes will join 

us at the open house at the Holiday Inn on Saturday. For further information, contact Regina (Vitt) at crolsen@kdsi.net or call           308

-381-2516. 
 

CLASS OF 1963 will gather at the meeting room at the Super 8 Motel, following the banquet on Saturday. Please stop by and visit with 

us. 
 

CLASS OF 1983 are celebrating their 25th year and hope everyone plans to attend. On Friday, June 27th, we have reserved a room at 

the Hideaway, the former American Legion Club, for a relaxing time together. The OHS class of 1983 will be at the Hideaway also. On 

Saturday, June 28th, mass begins at 4:00 pm at St. Patrickôs Church followed by a social at 5:00 pm. The banquet starts at 6:00. We will 

meet at the OôNeill Country Club after the banquet. Please make sure you send in your reservation for the banquet.  

2008 ALUMNI BANQUET GUEST SPEAKERï FR. JOHN BOHN 
 

After graduating from St. Maryôs in 1983, Fr. Bohn served four years on active duty in West Germany with the   

U.S. Army as a dental specialist.  After being honorably discharged, he attended the University of Nebraska-

Lincoln where he earned his Bachelors in Journalism degree in 1990.  He worked in the advertising industry in 

both Lincoln and Jackson, Mississippi before entering the seminary for the Diocese of Jackson, MS in 1992.  He 

attended the University of St. Mary of the Lake Seminary in Mundelein, IL and was ordained to the priesthood on 

May 31st, 1997.  Since that time, Fr. Bohn has served as Associate Pastor of St. Joseph Church, Greenville, MS; 

Associate Pastor of St. Richard Church, Jackson, MS; and Pastor of St. Elizabeth and Immaculate Conception 

Churches, Clarksdale, MS.  Since January, 2007, Fr. Bohn has been Pastor of St. Joseph Church in Starkville, MS 

and Corpus Christi Church, Macon, MS as well as the Catholic Chaplain to Mississippi State University.    

ST. MARYôS ALUMNI BANQUET ITINERARY 
 

MASS:  4:00 PM Celebrant Fr. John Bohn 
 

SOCIAL & PICTURES: 5:00 PM  GRADE SCHOOL GYM 
 

BANQUET MEAL: 6:00 PM GRADE SCHOOL GYM 
 

DUE TO CONSTRUCTION IN THE HIGH SCHOOL AND 
THE PARISH HALL,  

THE SOCIAL AND MEAL WILL BE IN THE  
GRADE SCHOOL GYM. Humble beginnings. The second St. Maryôs 

Academy completed in 1900, with the wooden St. 

Patrickôs Church. 

BIRTHS 
 

Born to ó87 Regina (Mudloff) and Roger Wiese, OôNeill, a daughter, Leah Rae on May 7, 2008. 
 

Born to ó01 Megan (Waterman) and Adam Dugan, Norfolk, a son, Kael August on April 3, 2008. 
 

Born to ó02 Katie (Cameron) and Andrew Rokusek, Sioux Falls, SD, a daughter, Macy Dru on February 26, 2008. 

 

Correction from previous issue: 

Born to Bryan and Sara Digilio, Gretna, NE, a son Jamison Michael on February 17, 2007. Grandparents are Jody and ó71 Lou (Pribil) 

Digilio of Omaha. Great grandmother is ó37 Elsie (Peter) Pribil of OôNeill. 
 

WEDDINGS 
 

ó00 Ryan Ohri and Kristin Kirschner, Kearney were married April 21, 2007 at St. James Catholic Church in Kearney. 
 

ó93 Trent Waldo and Kerry Walsh were married October 27, 2007 in Dorchester, MA. 

 

ó98 Don Moss and Ashley Batie, Wichita, Ks, were married January 12, 2008. 

 

ó01 Marian Carr and Grady Schake were married April 5, 2008. 
 

DEATHS 
 

ó33 Helen McCaffrey OôDonnell died April 3, 2008 in Missouri Valley, IA. She is survived by daughter Rita Smith. 
 

ó33 Evelyn Mains Schwarte, Omaha, NE died May 21, 2008. 
 

ó36 Sister Mary Faith OôMalley passed away March 8, 2008 in Springfield, KY. 
 

ó37 Lorraine Murray Arnn died May 14, 2007 in Coos Bay, OR. 

 

ó38 Mary Van Every, OôNeill died January 30, 2008 at Avera St. Anthonyôs Hospital in OôNeill. Mrs. Van Every (Etherton) taught at   

St. Maryôs Elementary school for 27 years. She is survived by her children, Tom and Joan. 
 

ó39 Alice Givens Ziska died August 20, 2007 in Atkinson. 
 

ó45 Hazel Kobarg Connell died March 12, 2007. 
 

ó47 Carolyn Gran Holsinger died March 24, 2008. 
 

ó47 Anna Lee OôBryan Bear died in March 2008. 
 

ó47 Donald Murphy died in March 2008. 
 

ó47 Jean Froelich McDonald passed away in California in February 2008 
 

ó52 Kathleen Schaffer Defoore died October 14, 2005. 
 

ó60 Michael D. Troshynski, Stuart died December 3, 2007 at Atkinson. He is survived by his daughter Jill Murphy. 
 

ó67 Cheri Doyle Hall, Laramie, WY died May 10, 2007. 

 

Margaret Shoemaker, OôNeill died February 24, 2008 at the Golden Living Center in OôNeill. She is survived by her children,                 

 ó69 Mariclaire, ó72 Kathleen, ó75 Mike, ó76 Hugh, ó78 Jeanie and ó83 Dan. 

 

Matilda (Millie) Olberding, OôNeill died November 27, 2007 at the Golden Living Center in OôNeill. She is survived by her children,  

ó66 Jolene, ó68 Denise, ó70 Merv, ó74 Rojene, and ó73 Mike. 

 

Berneice Coker of OôNeill died April 26, 2008 at her home in OôNeill. She is survived by her husband, Lewis, son, ó68 Tom, and daughters, 

ó70 Ellen and ó80 Julie. 

 

Alfred Straka, OôNeill died April 21, 2008 at Avera St. Anthonyôs Hospital in OôNeill. He is survived by his wife, Margaret; daughters, 

Janette and Janene and son, ó69 Dan all of OôNeill. 

 

Helen C. Burival died December 12, 2007 in OôNeill. She is survived by son ó57 James of OôNeill. 

 

Ed Babl died January 16, 2008 in OôNeill. He is survived by his wife Rosann and children Jeff and Jennifer. He is also survived by his   

parents ó48 Ramona (Schneider) & Wendell, brothers Tony, Larry, Bob, ó83 Charles, ó84 Rich, ó85 James, and ó88 Mike. Sisters ó79 Beth, 

ó80 Barb, ó82 Mary Jo, ó90 Wendy and ó94 Vicki.  

 



         

 

 

WHATôS NEW 
 

ó65 Wayne E. Sindelar graduated from Kearney State College in 1972. He Served in the U.S. Army for four years. Wayne and his 

wife, Carol, live in San Antonio, Texas. He works as a Payroll Clerk for VIA Metropolitan Transit, San Antonio. Wayne has four   

children, Colby, Collin, Jordan and Amanda and two step-sons, Joe and Stephan Tavery.  
 

ó67 Diane (Sindelar)  married ó57 Dick Allen in 1969. She lives in Crofton, NE. They have three children,  twins Tim & Tom and 

daughter Tami. They also have 11 grandchildren. All the family is back in  Crofton since Dick passed away in December 1998 . Diane 

is a bookkeeper at Kayton International where she has worked for 31 years.  
 

ó69 Carol (Sindelar) Funk and husband, Warren, farm and ranch in the Atkinson area. Carol is an Administrative Assistant at West 

Holt High School where she has worked since 1972. They have 3 children. Amy is an interior designer with Knoll Textiles in Kansas 

City, MO. Lisa is a registered nurse and works in the emergency room at a Boulder, CO hospital. Lisa and her husband, Mark, who is a 

chiropractor in Boulder, are the parents of two sons, Edson Warren age 5 and Oscar Ducco, age 2. Katie lives in Omaha, NE and has 

recently received her masters degree in Elementary Education. She is currently a nanny for an Omaha couple.  
 

ó70 Nancy (Sindelar) Mann lives in OôNeill with her husband, Paul. He is a Sales Manager for Agricultural Services in O'Neill. 

Nancy is an Office Manager for Niobrara Valley Electric Membership Corp. (19 years) They have two children: Sarah Crosby lives in 

Omaha, NE and is a clinical research monitor for Pfizer studies. She and her husband, Jonathon, have two children, Jonah David, age 4, 

and Elijah Truman, age 2. Tony lives in Grand Island, NE and works for FedEx. He and his wife, Sara, have one daughter, Kensley 

Jade, age 1.  
 

ó73 Luann (Sindelar) Fundus married Wayne Fundus in 1976. They live in Crook, CO. Wayne is the manager of Superior Fertilizer 

in Crook, Colorado and together Wayne and Luann are owners of Lu's Buffalo Stop (cafe/tire shop/gas station) in Proctor,              

Colorado. They have four children, Justin who would be 30 now, passed away September 1999, Cody, 28, served 6 years in the United 

States Navy and is currently employed at Superior Construction in Crook, Colorado. Ashley, 25, graduated from Colorado State       

University with a degree in Marketing/Business and is currently employed at Dr. Suter's office in Sterling, Colorado as a Dental       

Assistant. Miranda, 23, just recently graduated from the University of Northern Colorado with a Bachelor's in Nursing and is currently 

employed at Sterling Regional Medical Center. Miranda is also planning an August 23rd wedding. 
 

ó77 Jon Sindelar lives in OôNeill, NE. He graduated from Wayne State College in 1997 and currently works for UPS in OôNeill. He 

has 2 children, Emily, 22, a junior at Wayne State and Alec, 15, a freshman at Winside High School. 
 

      David Sindelar is living in Crook, Colorado and is the manager of the tire shop at Lu's Buffalo Stop. Dave has a son Chad who is 

20 and is employed by Wienemiller Excavating in Iliff, Colorado. 
 

ó86 Lauri (Marx) & husband Craig Schlachter live in Blair, NE. They have four children Allison 14, Paige 8, Brooke 6, and Abigail 3. 

Lauri graduated from UNK with a bachelor degree in education. She is a pre-school special education teacher. Craig is the manager at        

CarQuest Inc. in Blair. 
 

ó87 Bill Marx and wife DaNay (Carr) have three children Matthew 16, Ashley 12, and Austin 7. Bill graduated from Northeast       

Community College in Diesel Mechanics.  He teaches at Northeast Community College and owns and operates Marx Repair in Battle 

Creek, NE. DaNay is employed by Gokieôs Fast Mart in Norfolk.  
 

ó55 Jerry Cuddy married Viona Burgett, Chambers. Jerry worked for Moormanôs Feed Company as a State Sales Manager until     

retirement. He then took a second occupation as a farm/ranch realtor here in Holt County and continues in realty at this time. Viona is 

the office manager at the OôNeill Veterinary Clinic where she has worked for the past 30 years. They make their home in OôNeill.  
 

ó78  Tim Cuddy earned his bachelorôs degree in physics at Benedictine College in Atchison Kansas, he married Kim Berger. They 

have two children, Jamie who is attending the University of Arkansas, and Ryan who is starting college this fall at Northwest Missouri 

State College. Tim is currently working with Cisco systems, as a project manager. Kim is the owner/operator of Rare Earth jewelry 

which she operates out of her home. They live in Parkville, Missouri , just outside of Kansas City . 
 

ó79 Jeannie Cuddy earned her bachelor's degree in marketing at Park University in Parkville Missouri, she married Mark Thomas. 

Mark is a Sergeant with the Missouri State Highway Patrol. They live in Kearney, Missouri .They have two children, Aimee who is a 

fourth grade school teacher, married to James Elam -- police officer in Smithville Missouri. They are expecting their first child this   

August. Caitlin who is a cosmetology student at this time, she will graduate within the next year as a hair stylist.  
 

ó81 Ken Cuddy earned his associates degree in building construction from Milford Community College. He married Judy Glackin. 

They have 3 children -- Erin will be an eighth-grader, Emily will be in seventh grade, Abby will be in fourth grade -- all at St. John's 

Catholic Grade/Middle school. Ken is the superintendent at Quarry Oaks Country Club near Ashland, Nebraska. Judy is a manager at  

4 Star Drug. They live in Lincoln, Nebraska. 
 

ó83 Gary Cuddy earned his diploma in nursing, then certificate in Physician Assistant studies from the University of North Dakota . 

He married ó84 Stephanie Shaw. They have two children, Jeremiah will be an eighth-grader, Joshua will be a fourth grader -- both  

attending St. Mary's school in O'Neill.. Stephanie earned her associates degree in office administration from Lincoln School of      

Commerce. Gary is a Physician Assistant with Avera Holt County  Medical Clinic. Stephanie is a Senior BOA with Edward Jones, in 

O'Neill. 
 

Please send updated information to St. Maryôs Development, 301 E. Adams, OôNeill, NE  68763, or you may e-mail them to ó71 Carol 

Fuhrer at  fuhrer@q.com  

 
ALUMNI  

OôNeill Health Conference 
 

St. Maryôs Alumni are invited to the OôNeill Health Conference 

on June 27, 2008. There will be four speakers and the purpose of 

the workshop is to provide knowledge and understanding of the 

affects of Military deployment to children, spouses and military 

members. Free screenings will include Bone Density and Blood 

sugar.  There is a registration cost of $30.00 with breakfast and 

lunch provided. To register please call 402-844-7000 or          800

-348-9033. 

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES THIS YEAR ARE JOE BOYLE AND  RITA KRUGMAN  

Dr. Joe Boyle is a 1983 graduate of St. 

Maryôs.  He is the son of Edward and 

Bette Boyle of OôNeill. Joe completed 

his undergraduate studies at the      

University of Nebraska at Lincoln, 

then went on to receive his MD from 

Creighton University. He served his 

residency in Emergency Medicine at 

the University of Illinois in Peoria, and 

has since been practicing Emergency       

Medicine at Holy Rosary Medical 

Center in Ontario, Oregon. Joe met his 

wife, Ann in Lincoln, and they married in 1988.  They have 

three children; Katie, Fritz, and Danny.  In 2004, Joe and his 

family moved to Colorado Springs, CO.  Ann, a Doctor of 

Dental Sciences, practices Dental Medicine at Pavilion Dental 

Group, and Joe continues to practice Emergency Medicine in 

Oregon, Colorado, and Nebraska. 

 Rita Krugman is the 

daughter of Margaret and the late 

Harold Krugman. She graduated 

from O'Neill Saint Mary's in 

1983,along with her three brothers 

Daryl (1973), Terry (1974) and 

Dean (1980). Working as a nurse 

aide throughout her high school 

and college years, Rita pursued 

her interests in healthcare, receiv-

ing her Bachelor of Science from Creighton University. Immediately 

after graduation, O'Neill Saint Anthony's and GPRMC in North Platte 

would become the training grounds for Rita prior to her moving to 

Omaha and Chicago where she worked as an instructor at UNMC, 

Methodist Hospital, Northwestern University, and College of Dupage. 

Presently, Rita resides in Scottsdale, Arizona, where she is on staff at 

Mayo Clinic.  
 She has been married to her husband, Alex, for five years and 

is the stepmother to their four children. She is active and loves the   

outdoors, hiking most weekends and enjoying the beautiful Arizona 

sunshine with her family and two new Viszla puppies! Although there 

is never enough time for recreation; white water rafting, camping,  

traveling and attempting to keep up with the rest of her family on the 

slopes are certainly favorite extra-curriculars!  
 Any opportunity to reconnect with family and friends are   

always an added bonus! The past couple of winters, Margaret has been 

able to winter in Arizona, where both Rita and Terry reside. This has 

been a tremendous blessing to usand are hopeful for her continued 

good health.  
 Rita is active in her Church community in Scottsdale, Saint 

Bernard of Clairvaux. She regards the relationships developed as a  

result of her Roman Catholic education as having a direct impact on 

her life's path. The teachers, friends and values that are embraced 

through those critical years of your life, certainly impact ones' choices. 

She is thankful to have had the quality of education, the quality of 

friends and the support of an excellent community. It speak volumes to 

what she believes her Catholic faith and education represent.  

Please remember our  

endowments in your  

estate planning 

St. Maryôs School Foundation 

St. Patrick Church Foundation 

 

Fill Out, Cut and Mail to Address Shown  
 

ALUMNI BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH   Date: 
  

Name:                                   (Maiden):                                                     Class of  
 

Address: 
 

City: ST Zip Phone 
 

E-Mail: 
 

Spouse Name:                          Number of Children: 
 

Current Employer:                          Spouse Employer: 
 

Your Position:                          Spouse Position: 
 

Other information you would like to share: 

 

 

 

Please mail this form to St. Maryôs Development, 301 E Adams St, OôNeill, NE   68763. 



Newly Inducted Members: (back row l-r): Ruthie 

Wetzel, Molly Gallagher, Jacob Reiman, Elliott 

Janousek, Joshua Tomjack, Hayden Schneider, 

Sarah Spencer. ( front row l-r): Avery Schneider, 

Amber Baseggio. 

2007-2008 BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM  
 

Front row, kneelingï Matt Wecker, Michael Krotter, Andrew 

Krotter, Kyle Eby, Jake Reiman, Rex Stowell, Derek            

Blumenstock. Second Row, standingðElliott Janousek, Nick 

Podany, Josh Tomjack, John Kersenbrock, Ross Crumly,    

Hayden Shcneider, Matt Boyle, Jacob Soukup, Tony Soukup, 

Michael Harvey, Tanner Timmerman, Coach Gary Chvala, 

Back Row on ladder l-r: Nate Petersen, Cody Eiler, and Zach 

Sibbel. 

 

Freshman Marty Lyons; Sophomore Tanner 

Timmerman: Junior Connor Cole; Crown   

Bearer Blake Hupp; Prince Elliott Janousek; 

King Nick Podany; Queen Amber Baseggio; 

Princess Amy Tomjack; Crown Bearer Teresa  

Ascherl; Junior Joleen Stowell; Sophomore 

McKenzie Connot;  Freshman Shaley Kohl.   

2008 NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES  

Princess Lacie Novak, Crown Bearers 

Adam Everitt and Jaime Renshaw, 

Queen Amy Tomjack, King Elliott 

Janousek. Not pictured: Prince John 

Carman. 

The St. Maryôs Boyôs Basketball team had a successful    

season  this year.   We went into sub- districts with a  17-3 

record The first sub-district game was with Lynch. We        

defeated them 67-34.  The next game, we faced Verdigre   

winning 68-46. On February 26th, we played in the District 

Championship game against a solid Coleridge team winning 

55-34.  We earned our first trip to the state  tournament in 22 

years!  Ewing, our first game opponent, had beaten us earlier 

in the season. St. Maryôs won the game 48-46 in an intense, 

hard-earned, and well-deserved win. Our  next opponent was 

Falls City Sacred Heart. We fell to FCSH in a heartbreaking 

last second  play. Still, St. Maryôs Cardinals ended 4th in the 

Class D-2 Boys State Basketball Tournament. Next year looks 

to be another exciting and successful year. 

WRESTLING  

With OHS 
Above: Chase Sholes 

 Below:  Braden Baseggio 

Check out the St. Maryõs Web Site 

Address: esu8.org/~stmarys/school.html 

Check out the local KBRX radio station for local school news & 

events at kbrx.com 

2007-2008 GIRLôS  

BASKETBALL TEAM  
 

Kneeling l-r: Molly Gallagher, Heather     

Vandersnick, Caitlin Podany, Ruthie Wetzel, 

Tiffany Vandersnick. Second Row l-r: Katie 

Schneider, Amy Tomjack, McKenzie Connot, 

Kelsey Dugan, Leah Reiman, Makala Davis and 

Avery Schneider. On ladder l-r: Brittany        

Petersen, Coach Tony Allen, Amber Baseggio 

and Sarah Spencer. 

Sienna Francis House         

donations were taken to Omaha 

after a high school  service 
project. The sophomore class 

collected the most donations 

this year. 

 

                                                                                                                                       Photo Courtesy of Studio B 

First Holy Communion was held on April 27, 2008 
 

Communicants are front row l-r: Jared Atkeson, Tate Shoemaker, Taylan Reiser, 

Brianna Hupp, Caden Moore, and Karissa Nichols. Second row: Blair Langan, 

Armando Nunez,   Christian Walsh, Bailey Meyer, and Nathaniel Jennings. Third 

row: Teacher Margaret Fuscher, Mariah Fahrenholz, Claire Everitt and Religious 

Ed. Director Georgia Blumenstock. Back row: Pastor Fr. Francis Nigli, Jamie 

Koenig, Justin Appleby, Paige Tomjack and Associate Pastor, Fr. Paul Hoesing. 

ST. PATRICKôS  

DEVELOPMENT DINNER HELD  
 

 The annual St. Patrickôs 

Development Dinner was held     

Saturday, February 23, at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall in 

OôNeill. ñAn  Evening on the     

Prairieò began with a reception at 

7:00 p.m., followed by a delicious 

filet mignon dinner at 7:30 p.m., 

prepared by Westside Restaurant. 

 F r .  P a u l  H o e s i n g ,           

Associate Pastor of St. Patrick Parish, welcomed        

everyone and extended thanks to the dinner and        

decorating committee of Mary Jo Benson, Ellen Boshart, 

Patti Hering, Deb Ludemann, Patty Mahony, Barb      

Mejstrik, Jane Reiman, Margaret Reiser and Dorothy 

Tomjack. Thanks also went to the St. Maryôs Junior 

Class for serving the dinner. 

 Scott Poese served as Master of Ceremonies. 

Guest speaker, Mr. Jack Ostergard enlivened the        

evening with his humor and poetry relating to his       

experiences of his cowboy and ranch life. Adding to the 

evening, Ted Baum graciously offered his auctioneer 

services for wonderfully donated western items. Pauline 

Waldo was the ñPennies from Heavenò $100.00 winner.  

Fr. Francis Nigli, Pastor, gave the closing prayer.  

 Special thanks goes to the following for their 

help and donations:  Ted & JoAnn Baum, Bob Berigan, 

Jim Gallagher, Bomgaar's, Days of Wine and Roses, 

Holt County Independent, MJ Kersenbrock, Alice 

Marx,Clint Morrill, Richard & Ann Pongratz, Kami 

Sholes, Valerie Wecker, Taylor Made Printing, St. 

Mary's Art students and teacher-Dan Bartos, the table-

setting     committee,and St. Mary's Junior Class and 

sponsor, Leeza Adams.   

Corporate Table Underwriters:   
Dr. Brad & Georgia Blumenstock, 

Normôs Repair - Norm & Joyce Kallhoff  

Dr. Preston & Nicole Renshaw 

All Dinner Underwriters:   
 Avera Holt County Medical Clinic, BankFirst, Barbara 

Birmingham, Gene & Ellen Chohon, Elkhorn Valley 

Family Medicine (Dr. Pete & Lisa Lueninghoener), 

Steve & Cindy Flaherty, Great Western Bank, Grosch 

Irrigation Co., Edward Hanley,  M.J. & Jane         

Kersenbrock, Knights of Columbus #701, Maurice & 

Anita Koenig, Neil Liewer, Mike Mahony & Kim 

Reiter, Charles Molvig & Coni Dowd-Molvig, North 

Central Automation (Ron & Barbara Mejstrik), OôNeill 

Heating & Air Conditioning (Francis & Sally 

Zakrzewski), OôNeill Super Foods, Pinnacle Bank,      

Gil & Carol Poese, Reiser Insurance Inc.  (Steve  & 

Margaret Reiser),  Marde Riley, Soukup Brothers  

Trucking (Eugene & Cindy  Soukup Family), St.        

Patrickôs Altar Society, Marjorie Tomjack, Roger & 

Pauline Waldo, and Westside Restaurant (Paul & Erin 

Zakrzewski). Other Donations: Dr. Kevin & Elizabeth 

Bray and Boyd Strope. 

Pope Benedict XV1 

St. Peterôs Basilica 

Basilica of St. Clare in Assisi 

The Colosseum 

Fr. Paul Hoesing, along with St. Maryôs 

Alumni, Brady Anderson, PJ Conradt, Tony 

Gallagher, Ryan Janousek, Ashley Kohl , 
Tony Novak, Mary Peetz, Justin Podany, 

Sloane Schneider, Bobby Simons, and 

Davida Smidt joined North Dakota Catholic 
High School students on their pilgrimage to 

Rome in June 2007. 

St. Patrickôs parishioners and St. Maryôs 

Alumni joined Father Hoesing in March 

2008 for their pilgrimage to Rome. 

Jack Ostergard 



2008-2009 Scholarships & Grants 
 

Consideration was given only to those students who formally applied.  Awards reflect work completed this year only.  Awards in some specific class categories are sometimes not awarded because of the absence of qualified applicants.Awards 

are sometimes expanded for a specific category, indicating an abundance of qualified applicants.  These awards are applied towards tuition and fees for the 2008-2009 school year. Students are allowed one award each.  If a student moves, the 

scholarship is awarded to an alternate. 
  

Junior Winners Area       Scholarship Title Donor _______ 

Brigette Ascherl Outstanding Scholar                            In Memory of Sister Carrol Barbara Birmingham   

McKena Ludemann Religion       In Memory of the Deceased Members Catholic Daughters of America 

Tiffany Vandersnick Leadership       In Memory of Neal & Betty Flaherty Steve & Cindy Flaherty 

Hayden Schneider Math       In Honor of Jesse Peetz Peetz Law P.C. , L.L.O. 

Zachary Sibbel English       In Memory of Sister Antonella Marita Curnyn 

Andrew Krotter Science                                               In Memory of Emily M. Reiser Steve & Margaret Reiser 

Cody Eiler Social Studies                                      In Memory of Ted Kallhoff  Wanda Kallhoff         

Brittany Petersen Spanish                                                In Honor of Sam Corey Dr. Russ & Michaela Corey 
 

Sophomore Winners  Area       Scholarship Title Donor _______ 

Joshua Tomjack Outstanding Scholar          Knights of Columbus #701 

Molly Gallagher Religion       In Memory of Agnes Claire Hickey  Lucille Dufek 

Sarah Spencer Leadership       In Memory of Roman Filips Doris Filips & Family 

Tanner Timmerman Math       In Memory of Dee Schneider Tom Schneider 

McKenzie Connot English       In Memory of Sister Antonella Barbara Birmingham 

Avery Schneider Science       In Memory of Duke & Amy Kersenbrock M.J. & Jane Kersenbrock 

Braden Baseggio Social Studies       In Memory of Bill Riley Marde Riley 

Heather Vandersnick Spanish       In Memory of Michael B. Ryan Bob & Jo Ryan  

Ruthie Wetzel Music       In Memory of Sister Flores Marita Curnyn  
     

Freshman Winners Area       Scholarship Title                                                                                                                Donor____________________________________________ 

Molly Chohon Outstanding Scholar                                                                                                                                                       Knights of Columbus #701 

Victoria Novak Religion       In Memory of Ed & Cecelia Raemakers                                                                             Steve & Cindy Flaherty 

Kelsey Dugan Leadership       In Memory of Dutch & Lou Gay                                                                                        Marde Riley 

Derek Blumenstock Math       In Memory of the Mathre Family                                                                                       Richard W. Jacoby  

Caitlin Podany English       In Memory of Charles & Kathryn Mahony                                                                        Kevin & Patty Mahony  

Kevin Zakrzewski Science       In Memory of Paul Zakrzewski, Sr.                                                                                    Velma Zakrzewski  

Brianna Barcus Social Studies       In Memory of Lucille Peter                                                                                                 The Peter Family 

Jacob Soukup Art       In Memory of Wilbur Reiser                                                                                               Father Richard Reiser 

Rex Stowell Spanish       In Memory of Judy McKenzie Colfack                                                                               Friends of Judy McKenzie Colfack 
 

8th Grade Winners Area       Scholarship Title       Donor _____ 

Luke Loecker Outstanding Scholar                                                                                                                                                       Knights of Columbus #701 

Tyler Timmerman Religion                                               In Memory of James & Blanche Corkle          Rose Mary Corkle Mohr 

Miranda Pribil Leadership                 St. Maryôs Booster Club 

Alex Fuhrer Math       In Memory of Peggy Biglin Kelly          Friends of Peggy Biglin Kelly  

Megan Schneider English       In Memory of Dee Schneider          Tom Schneider  

Thomas Chvala Science       In Memory of Brennan Lindhorst          Tom & Shelly Lindhorst  

Tait Sibbel Social Studies       In Memory of Sister Maxine          Barbara Birmingham 

Tayler Kelly Art       In Memory of Dorothy Hupp          Randy & Brenda Hupp 

Sarah Vandersnick Art       In Memory of Margaret Sparks Lavey          Martha Lavey 

Ella Spencer Spanish       In Memory of the Deceased Members          St. Patrickôs Altar Society 

Jared Hipke Music       In Memory of Colin Kirschmer          Kathy Herley 

Claire Wetzel Music       In Memory of Kathy Shannahan          Friends of Kathy Shannahan  

  

7th Grade Winners Area       Scholarship Title       Donor _____ 

Kyle Loecker Outstanding Scholar                                                                                                                                                       Knights of Columbus #701 

Jeremiah Cuddy Religion       In Memory of Wilbur Reiser          Father Richard Reiser 

Chloe Sanchez Leadership       In Memory of Sr. Rose Held          Jerald Schmidt   

Ty Eiler Math       In Honor of Sister Rosemarie Miller          Jeanne Gonderinger 

Kaylee Krotter English       In Memory of Kathy Shannahan          Friends of Kathy Shannahan 

Seth Miles Science       In Memory of Susan Miles          Friends of Susan Miles 

Lucas Kozisek Social Studies       In Memory of the Jacoby Family          Richard W. Jacoby 

Austin Holz Art       In Memory of Tom Balk          Maureen Garza 

Jacob Hipke Art       In Memory of Mary Ann Indra          Friend of Mary Ann Indra 

Brad Reynoldson Spanish                                         In Memory of Peggy Biglin Kelly          Friends of Peggy Biglin Kelly 

Aaron Ohri Music       In Memory of Margaret Sparks Lavey          Bob Lavey 

Carli Baseggio  Music       In Memory of William J. Grady          The Grady Family 
 

6th Grade Winners  Area       Scholarship Title          Donor________________________________________________ 

Emily Everitt  Outstanding Scholar                                                                                                                                                       Knights of Columbus #701 

Jean Zakrzewski  Religion       In Memory of David Zakrzewski           Velma Zakrzewski 

Reece Jorgenson  Spirit of St. Maryôs                             Spirit of St. Maryôs School          St. Maryôs Home & School Assn. 

Erin Boyle  Leadership       In Memory of the Deceased Members of          Ed & Bette Boyle 

                                                                                                                                               the Mahony & Boyle Families 

Matthew Kelly  Math       In Honor of Ryan Berg          Bob & Nancy Berg 

Marisa Miles  English       In Memory of Susan Miles          Friends of Susan Miles 

Jessica Simons  Reading       In Honor of Ross Berg          Bob & Nancy Berg 

Cheyenne Rosenkrans  Science       In Honor of Grant Corey          Dr. Russ & Michaela Corey 

Kyle Regan  Social Studies       In Memory of Mildred Bauman          Peetz Law P.C. , L.L.O. 

Wilson Hupp  Geography       In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Filsinger          Richard W. Jacoby 

Erin Meyer  Drama       In Memory of Judy McKenzie Colfack          Friends of Judy McKenzie Colfack 

Carissa Soukup  Spanish       In Memory of Ambrose Reicks          James & Beverly Reicks 

Justine Blumenstock   Art       In Memory of Tom Balk          Maureen Garza 

Makala Jeffrey            Music       In Memory of the Deceased Members          St. Patrickôs Altar Society 

Kyle Pardun                               P.E.                                           In Memory of Susan Miles                                                                                        Friends of Susan Miles 

 

 ANNUAL LAUREN SCHAAF SCHOLARSHIP  

Donated by SMH Class of 1969 
                                  Most Improved 11th Grade Science Student:     Katie Schneider 

                                                                  Most Improved 9th Grade Science Student:       Shaley Kohl 
 

 

 ANNUAL VERA  A. PONGRATZ MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  

Donated by Morris & Cheryl Pongratz 
                                                                   Female Student, based on living in the country and drug-free:   Sarah Pribil 

                                                                                                                                     Female Student, based on living in the country and drug-free:   Rachel Schmitz 

                                                                                                                                     Male Student, based on living in the country and drug-free:      Isaac Ascherl 

                                                                                                                                     Male Student, based on living in the country and drug-free:      Jared Tomjack   

 ANNUAL CLARENCE & LOIS DONOHOE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  

Donated by The Donohoe Children 
Based on ñBò or ñCò Average and participation in extra-curricular activities:  

 

                                                                                                            John Kersenbrock                                       Matt Boyle                    

                                                                                                                                               Nathan Petersen                                         Michael Krotter                

                                                                                                                                               Ryan Podany                                              Ryan Schneider 

                                                                                                                                               David Shields                                             Connor Connot 

                                                                                                            Ethan Hale                                                 Jessica Pongratz 
                                           

                         MONA SHELTON MEMORIAL EDUCATIONAL GRANT                                                                      MADELINE ULLOM MEMORIAL EDUCATIONAL GRANT  
                Cody Colman                                               Joseph Dugan                                                                                                         Anthony Harvey                                           Hannah Janousek                                                                                                                         

                                     Michael Harvey                                           Chase Sholes                                                                                                           Kylie Shoemaker                                          Chism Sholes 

                    Ryan Timmerman                                        Makayla Wiese                                                                                                       Lucas Schneider                                           Tony Soukup  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         Joleen Stowell                                                                                    
                                                                  

2008 BOYôS TRACK TEAM 

 

Front rowï Matt Wecker, Michael Harvey, Matt Boyle, Jake 

Reiman, Rex Stowell, Kyle Eby, Derek Blumenstock. Back 

rowï Hayden Schneider,  Josh Tomjack, Cody Eiler, Nate 

Petersen, Zach  Sibbel, John Kersenbrock, Jacob  Soukup, 

Chase Sholes, Tanner Timmerman, Elliott Janousek, and 

Nick Podany. Coach Tony Allen  not   pictured. 

St. Maryôs Musical- ñRemembering the ó50ôs 
 

Cast and crew members included: Brigette Ascherl, Sam Ascherl, 

Kelsey Dugan, Molly Chohon, Alex Fuhrer, Torie Novak, Tayler 

Kelly, McKena Ludemann, Caitlin Podany, Ryan Podany, 

Miranda Pribil, Megan Schneider, David Shields, Tate Sibbel, 

Sarah Spencer, Sarah Vandersnick, Claire Wetzel, Ruthie Wetzel, 

Kevin Zakrzewski. Directed by Mr. Carl Rose. 

SPEECH TEAM 

Katie Schneider, Molly Chohon, Caitlin 

Podany, Brigette Ascherl, McKena 

Ludemann, Brittany Petersen, Tiffany 

Vandersnick, Connor Cole, and Sarah 

Spencer. Speech team directors are 

Paula Atkeson, and Nancy Berg. 

2008 GIRLôS TRACK TEAM 
Front row l-r: Amber Baseggio, Kelsey Dugan, Katie  Schneider, 

Caitlin Podany, Tiffany Vandersnick, Avery Schneider.   Back row l

-r: Molly Gallagher, Brittany Petersen, Ruthie Wetzel, McKenzie 

Connot, Heather Vandersnick, Victoria Novak, Sarah Spencer, Amy 

Tomjack, Leah Reiman, Brigette Ascherl, Makala Davis and Coach 

Quana Laursen.  

STATE TRACK QUALIFIERS:  

Amber Baseggio-Pole Vault 

Makala Davis-Shot Put 

Leah Reiman-100 m. Hurdle, 300 m. Hurdles 

Molly Gallagherï 300 m. Hurdles 

Caitlin Podany-Pole Vault 

Matt Wecker-4x800 relay 

Jake Reiman-1600 m. run 

        3200 m. run 

John Kersenbrock-400 m. dash, Triple Jump,  

                         Long Jump, and 200 m. dash 

Cody Eiler-100 m. dash, 4x 800 relay 

Zach Sibbel-4 x 800 relay 

Josh Tomjack-100 m. Hurdles, 4x800 relay, 

                        300 m.  Hurdles 

John Kersenbrock 

breaks  

Dadôs Long Jump  

Record 

Junior John Kersenbrock     

jumped 22ô41İò  breaking 

ó74 M.J. Kersenbrockôs record of 21ô11ò. 

John also broke the 48 year old  record in the 

200 m. dash  held by ó60 Jim Shoemaker. 

Johnôs time is 22.75 seconds. Jimôs  record 

was 23.0 seconds. Watch out ó78 John   

Berigan. John tied your triple jump record of 

45ô11ò. With   another strong track team next 

year, more records are sure to be  broken. 

STATE TRACK MEDALISTS  
 

LEAH REIMAN  

4TH PLACE-300 M. HURDLES 
 

JAKE REIMAN  

6TH PLACE-3200 M. RUN 
 

JOHN KERSENBROCK  

1ST PLACEï TRIPLE JUMP 

3RD PLACE-LONG JUMP 

5TH PLACE-400 M. DASH 

STATE SPEECH QUALIFIERS & MEDALISTS  

Brittany Petersen-Humorous Prose 

5th place 

McKena Ludemann-Entertainment Speaking 

6th Place 

Brigette Ascherl 

Persuasive Speaking & Extemporary Speaking 
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