
Walter Dupre, a native of the city of Houma, located in coastal Louisiana, has had a lifelong interest in and     

commitment to education. Walt was valedictorian of South Terrebonne High Schoolôs class of 1984 and 

received his Bachelorôs and Masterôs degrees in education from Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, 

Louisiana. He reached the twenty year mark as an educator and coach this year, having taught a variety of 

subjects at the secondary level and has coached football, basketball, golf, tennis, and baseball. He began his 

teaching career in Terrebonne Parish public schools before making the move to Catholic education. He has 

spent the past ten years at Vandebilt Catholic High School, where he has taught physics and served as    

offensive coordinator and head coach of the Terrier football team, assistant athletic director, and assistant 

principal. Waltôs wife Connie is also an educator currently teaching English and serving as a guidance     

counselor at Vandebilt Catholic in Houma. Walt and Connie have two children: Gabrielle, an incoming 

freshman, and Sebastian, a junior. They are looking forward to joining the community of OôNeill and the rich tradition of St. Maryôs. Walt and Connie have come to 

believe that sometimes Godôs guiding presence is not so subtle; every morning without exception since the beginning of spring, a cardinal has been tapping on the 

back door of their home trying to get in. 
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SPIRIT OF  

 SAINT MARYõS 

OõNEILL, NE 

INTRODUCING ST. MARYôS NEW PRINCIPAL, WALTER DUPRE 

Farewell St. Maryôs Community: When my family and I moved here three years ago, we had every intention of staying until, minimally, our 
sons graduated from high school. However, I have always lived with the belief that a person must always follow Godôs calling.  At this time, I 

believe that it is in the best interest of my family to heed this new call as the Activities Director/Assistant Principalôs position at Norfolk Catholic 

High School beginning the 2009/2010 school year.  
 During my three years at St. Maryôs, I was always grateful by the willingness of the Elementary teachers to introduce the new writing 

curriculum ñStep Up To Writingò, as well as the highly successful math series ñSaxon Mathò. During this time we made significant renovations 

and upgrades to the High School gym and library and of course added on the Saint Maryôs Student Hall so that the students learned and         

competed in a facility that they could be proud of. I have been pleased with the introduction of the John Baylor Test Prep Program for our junior 

and senior students to prepare for college.  I am also delighted with the New Orbund System for better and immediate communication between 

teachers, students, parents and administration that we launched over these last few months.  
 My family and I would like to give a heart-felt thank you to all of you who were there to provide support to help me dream, visualize and actualize the 

quality and potential of the school and who assisted me also during the difficult times. None of the aforementioned initiatives would have been possible without Fr. 

Nigliôs leadership and the combined efforts of administration, staff, school board and parents. My family and I have come to develop some life-long friendships in 
OôNeill.  Undoubtedly, that begins with Fr. Francis Nigli; a man who has always put God first, no matter what. In conclusion, I underscore that I will miss the 

students most of all. Some of my greatest memories in education will come from the time I spent in this wonderful school in Holt County Nebraska.  

 
May God continue to bless this parish and all of its rewarding undertakings. 

 

Your Brother In Christ, 
 

Norman Hale 

FAREWELL TO ST. MARYôS COMMUNITY 

Pictured front row l-r: Whitney  
Watson, Francisco Perez, Julia 

Emme, Faith Kozisek, Isaiah 

Shabram, Jaime Renshaw, Jacob 
Wiese, and Faith Walton.      Second 

Row: Tommie Peed ,  Li l l y      

Thompson, Claire Morrow, Peter 
Blumenstock, Sonia Costilla, Brooke 

Benson, and Carissa Reiser. Third 

Row:  Hannah Alden, Wyatt       
Colman, Cole Rosenkrans, Nathan 

Welsh, Ansley Kramer, Kevin 

Butterfield. Back Row: Fr.   Francis 
Nigli, Margaret Fuchser, Grady 

Semin, Jack Krotter, Jacob Pongratz, 

Georgia Blumenstock, and Fr. Jeff 

Lorig. Photo Courtesy of Studio B 



Please remember our 

  endowments in your estate planning 

 
St. Patrickôs Church Foundation 

  St. Maryôs School Foundation 

ALUMNIð2008 Alumni Banquet 

 

SMH Class of 1998: Pictured front row (l-r): Matt Zakrzewski, 

Don Moss, Brian Fuchser, and Justin Timmerman. Back row: Misty 

(Butts) Geschkem, Makala (Givens) Maples, Rebecca (Gray)     

Wolert and Adam Marx. 

SMH Class of 1958: Pictured front row: Carl Kamphaus, Marie 

(Boyle) Harte, Regina (Vitt) Olsen, Nyla (Jaszkowiak) Villager, Lois 

(Connot) Campbell, and Sharon (Miller) Burgman. Second row: 

Rich Shelhamer, Kay (McCarthy) Butterfield, Rita (Hoehne) Smith, 

Jenelle (Allen) Wolfe, Ellen (Havranek) Fehringer, Maureen 

(Higgins) Panzer and Laurine (Schmitz) Huston. Third Row: Jude 

(Ryan) Milliken, James Murphy, Patricia (Allen) McElhose, Joann 

(Soukup) Carr, Theresa (Boyle) Parks and JoAnn (Lydon) Birkel. 

Fourth row: Coach and teacher Don Templemeyer, Gary Holly, 

Larry Cleary, Matt Beha, Ned Mullen, John Sullivan, and James 

McGinn. 

SMH Class of 1983: Pictured front row: Shelly (Zakrzewski) 

Babl, Charlie Babl, Joan (Cunningham) Douglas, Joan 

(Krupski) Kay, and Jeff Langan. Second row: Renae (Gokie) 

Stewart, Patti (Mlnarik) Hawkins, Robyn (Watson) Larson, 

Carrie (Shelhamer) Hahlbeck, and Gary Cuddy. Third row: 

Gene Reiser, A. J. Smith, Kristin (Becker) Turrentine, Carolyn 

(Becker) Hearon and Tim Gaughenbaugh. Fourth row: Dr. Joe 

Boyle, Father John Bohn, John Kelly, Rita (Krugman) Laky 

and George Ramold. 

SMH Class of 1968: Pictured front row l-r-Kathy Cavanaugh 

Rasnik, Diane Zakrzewski Grutsch, Beverly Pribil Sitzmann, 

Nancy Artus Burch, Tish Lowery Chaney, Cindy Brown        

Brenneman. Second row-Christie Janousek, Peg Martin 

Wettlaufer, Denise Olberding Garman, Mary Wolfe Wetzler, 

Marlene Shoemaker Freiburger. Third row (mid row)- Alexis 

Fenton Kirschmer, Barbara Moore McCain, and Catherine     

Devoy. Fourth rowï Don Peter, Mike McCarville, Scott   

Stewart, Randy Chaney, Tom Coker. Back rowï Mike     

Gleason, Chris Knievel, Mike Schmit, Jim Davidson, Francis 

Musil, Tom Hickey, and Melvin Schmit 

The Chapel 

St. Maryôs Academy 



Gary Schaaf  announced as Master of Ceremonies for the 2009 Alumni Banquet 
 

 Gary graduated with a B.A in Broadcast Communications from Wayne State College in 1989. He 

worked at OôNeillôs own KBRX for three years in the early 90's, and then spent 9 years as a sports director at 

KLIR in Columbus.  He produced Omaha's Morning News with Kent Pavelka for 2 years on KKAR, and 

spent two years as a morning host on KOTK in Omaha.  He continues to do some free lance play-by play for 

U-N-O, and he has announced the Columbus horse races for the last 5 years. 

 Currently. Gary is a district manager at Preferred Marketing Associates Ltd. in Omaha.  He sells life 

a n d  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  d e a l s  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  s e n i o r s  m a r k e t . 

He is also a representative for the VFW sponsored long-term care and 

annuity plan through Pinnacle Financial Services. 

 
ALUMNI  

ST. MARYôS /OôNEILL PUBLIC 

9-HOLE  GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

FOUR PERSON  SCRAMBLE 
 

Tee Off Time: 9:00 am 
 

$30 per person includes lunch 
 

Call OôNeill Country Club to register  

402-336-1676 
 

Proceeds will be split between the 

 St. Maryôs Booster Club and the  

OôNeill Public High School Booster Club 

                   

                   2009 Alumni Banquet SpeakerðMr. Steve Bahrij  
 

Steve Bahrij grew up in Omaha, Nebraska and attended boarding school at St. Vladimir's in Roblin, Manitoba, 

Canada. He received his bachelors in Mathematics and Physics from Creighton University. He also received his masters 

in Mathematics from Creighton followed by a year of graduate studies at UNL.  

Steve began his teaching career in 1973 at St. Mary's High School, being recruited by Fr. James Bushelman. 

Sr. Mary Carroll OSF was principal at St. Mary's at that time. Throughout the years he has taught Algebra I, Physical 

Science, Freshman Theology, Calculus I, Geometry, Physics, Algebra II, Advanced Math, and Computers.  

He is an advisor to  the National Honor Society, JUMP coordinator, and coach for the MathCounts program as 

well as being involved with the Nebraska Mathematics Professional Development Series these past two years. He also 

maintains the updates to the school webpage. 

 Steve Bahrij has been a teacher at St. Mary's High School in O'Neill for 35 years as well as a member of the 

NATM. Steve has served as presenter at many math conferences throughout the years as well as serving on the          

executive board, and past president of the NATM. Steve has always appreciated the opportunity to meet and workshop 

with other mathematics instructors from Nebraska and around the country.  

At the 2008 fall Nebraska Association of Teachers of Mathematics Conference, Steve Bahrij was honored 

with the Donald W. Miller Distinguished Service Award "for his contribution to the improvement of Mathematics    

Education in the State of Nebraska."  

    June 27, 2009 Alumni Banquet Reservation Card  

NOTICE ï Alumni Banquet tickets are $20 per person.  

Please return this portion to: St. Maryôs Alumni Association, PO Box 12, OôNeill, NE 68763 

Name_________________________________________________ Maiden Name__________________________________ 

Class of ____________ Spouse/Guest______________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________________________ State _____________Zip_________________________ 
Please reserve   tickets for the 2009 Alumni Banquet ($20 per person) 

 

5:00 pm ï Mass                  6:00 pm ï Social Hour in St. Maryôs Gym                    7:00 pm ï Banquet in Parish Hall 

 

Please return by June 14, 2009, as the meal is being catered and seating is limited. 

1959 CLASS ALUMNI INFORMATION 
 

Friday, June 26th:  
Dinner @ OôNeill Eagles Club 7pm 

 

Saturday, June 27th:  
Ladies Luncheon @ Blarney Stone 11:30 am 

Mass @ St. Patrickôs Church 5:00 pm 

Social Hour & Pictures @ St. Maryôs 6:00 pm 
Banquet @ Parish Hall 7:00 pm 

Post Banquet @ Blarney Stone with the OHS ó59 

 
Sunday, June 28th 

Breakfast @ Blarney Stone 9:30 am 

2009 ALUMNI  

BANQUET INFORMATION  
 

Mass @ St. Patrickôs Church 5:00 pm 

 

Social Hour & Pictures 

 @ St. Maryôs 6:00 pm 

 

Banquet @ Parish Hall 7:00 pm 


